
Understanding Statewide Testing Resources:

MCA Roster
Purpose

Data from the Reading, Mathematics, and Science MCAs are provided to educators, parents, and students through a variety of 
reports. The MCA Rosters are available by grade for each school and district.

Application

The MCA Roster is one tool that can provide strand performance for all students at a grade level. Two ways educators may 
use the MCA Roster are discussed here. First, educators can review grade level rosters of incoming students to look for any 
overall areas of strength or weakness in their understanding of the strand detail in the subject. If a particular strand shows a 
pattern of low performance, educators may anticipate the need to provide students with more support when teaching that 
strand throughout the year. Or in turn, if a strand shows a pattern of high performance, educators may anticipate the need for 
deeper and more rigorous lessons and activities when teaching that strand throughout the year. Second, educators can review 
students’ grade level information from the previous school years to confirm any patterns of low or high performance, and use 
that information to discuss what went well in their curriculum and instruction or what can be improved in upcoming years. For 
more information, please refer to the Interpretive Guide for Minnesota Reports.

Guiding Questions

• Do you know who your District Assessment Coordinator is and how they can help you access these
reports?

• Based on the ISR Roster data from my students last year, are there areas where curriculum and
instruction can change for the upcoming year?

• Based on the ISR Roster for the incoming students, can you identify any patterns where students may
need extra support or differentiation in a particular strand?

• Ask yourself, “How can I use the Minnesota Academic Standards, Achievement Level Descriptors,
Webb’s Depth of Knowledge, and other resources to help inform my instruction?”
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http://minnesota.pearsonaccessnext.com/isr/
http://w20.education.state.mn.us/MdeOrgView/
https://education.mn.gov/MDE/dse/stds/
https://education.mn.gov/MDE/dse/test/ald/
http://education.state.mn.us/mdeprod/idcplg?https://testing123.education.mn.gov/cs/idcplg?IdcService=GET_FILE&dDocName=000089&RevisionSelectionMethod=latestReleased&Rendition=primary
https://testing123.education.mn.gov/



