<ul=<liz<a href="https:/feducation.mn.govMDE/dseftest/spec/ target="">Test Specification s</a=-
Test specifications are specific rules and characteristics that gquide the development of a test’'s content
and format. They indicate which strands, sub-strands, standards and benchmarks will be assessed on the
test and in what proportions. Test specifications are excellent tools for gaining an in-depth understanding
of the content and format of the tests. However, they are not meant to be used as the basis for curriculum
and instruction. Some concepts in the academic standards can only be assessed in the classroom and
not on a standardized statewide assessment <ul>=<li=<a href="[--fwcmUrI{link’"000094")--]"
target="">Understanding Statewide Assessment Resources: Test Specification</a= - This document was
created to help educators understand the purpose and application of the Test
Specifications. <li=</ulz=<li=<li=<a href="[l--FwcmUrl{link" 000089 }--]" target="">De pth of Knowledge
(DOK)=fa= - Cognitive complexaty refers to the cognitive demand associated with a test question. The
level of cognitive demand is dependent upon the number of cognitive processes involved in determining
the correct answer to a question. Levels of cognitive complesaty for MCA-IIl are based on Morman L.
Webb's Depth of Knowledge levels <ul=<li=<a href="[l--5HttpRelativeWWebRoot-
|groups/educ/documents/basic/mdaw/mdaw/~edisp/000093 pdf” target="">Understanding Statewide
Assessment Resources: Depth of Knowledge</a= - This document was created to help educators
understand how to use and apply Webb’s Depth of Knowledge &nbsp;=/li=</ul>=<li=</ul=

General Resources&nbsp;

<Ul=<li=<a href="https:/feducation.mn.gov/MDE/dseftest/'spec/ ><strong=MCA-Ill Test Specifications:
Mathematics, Grades 3-8, 11 (2007 standards)</strong=</a=&nbsp </li=<liz<em=><strong=0nline
Calculators</strong=</em=>=&nbsp.&ndash; The Academic Standards committee identified several



benchmarks across grades 3&ndash;8 that students should master without using a calculator. Since the
MCA-lIl are aligned with the Minnesota academic standards, the items assessing benchmarks identified
as non-calculator will be assessed within a non-calculator segment of the test <ul=<li=For Grade 11, there
are no non-calculator benchmarks. Calculators will be available for student use on all items of the Grade
11 MCA-IIl_</li=<li=5tudents may use stand-alone versions of <a
href="http:/minnesota_pearsonaccessnext com/stand-alone-calculators™=online calculators </a=to
practice using the same versions that appear in the online test. These calculators also appear in the =3
href="https.//minnesota.pearsonaccessnext com/readine ss-tools” target="">5tudent Readiness Tools
(SRTs)=/a= </li=<lul=<li=<li=<strong><em>MCA Formula Sheets </em=</strong=&ndash; In grades
hé&ndash;8 and 11 students have access to a <a

href="https:/fgccl 1. safelinks protection_outlook com/Purl=http%3 A%2F %2F minne sota_pearsonaccessnext
.com%%ZFformula-

sheets%%2F&amp.data=04%7C01%7 CKendra.Olsen %4 0state. mn us%7 Cf7249cdb24cad1dce15b08d Gbe
4d45cf%T7Ceb14b04624c445198f26b89c2159828c%TC 0% TC0% 7 CE3746858637 10641 77% 7 CUnknown
% 7CTWFpbGZsb3dee yw WljoiMC4wL JAwMDAILCI G joiV2IuMzliLCJBTIil6 k1 haWwiLCJXVCIEMn0 %30 %
TC1000&amp;sdata=FdgZ 7C9nfhEm%2BaJw450FOynhiHncyegT BASI4gY Qew% 3D &amp reserved=0"
target="">formula sheet</a> based on their grade level These formula sheets also appear in the <a
href="http:/minnesota pearsonaccessnex com/readiness-tools/ target="">5tudent Readiness Tools
(SRTs)</a= </li=<li=<a

href="https:/fgccl 1. safelinks protection_outlook . com/Purl=https%3 A%2F % 2Fwww mctmmathbits org%2F
&amp;data=04%7C01%7CKendra Olsen%40state mn.us%7Cf7 24 9cdb24cad 1dce 15b08dEbed d45cf%7C
eb14b04624c445196f26b89c2159828c% TC0%7TC0% TCB37466586371054221 %7 Clnknown % 7CTWF pb
GZ sb3da ey W joiMC 4w L pAwMDAIL CJQl joV2luMzliLCJBTIilB k ThaWwiLCJXVCIEMn0%30%7C1000&am
p;sdata=mB8Aw89gVFT T1zpbor PycPVgpYYFab11MN1PyhZ9%quys%%3D&amp reserved=0"
target="">MathBits</a> is a monthly publication of articles put out by the <a

href="https://gcc01.safelinks protection_outlook com/?url=http%3 A%2F %2F mctm.org%2F &amp;data=04
%7C01%7CKendra.Olsen%40 state mn us%7Cf7 249cdb624cad 1dce15b08d8bedd45cf%7Ceb14b04 6244
45198f26b89c2159828c%TC0%TC0%TCB37468586371054221% 7 ClUnknown % 7CTWF pbGZsb3d8e W
ljoiMC 4wl pAwMDAILCIQl joiV2 luMzliL CJBTil bl k ThaWwiL CJXVEI6Mn 0% 30 % 7C 1000 &amp; sd ata=wFdY
SZYRPxOxmUVSFIFvJzoPInC1GA)GzEFmU opK3 0E% 3D &ampreserved=0" target="">Minnesota
Council of Teachers of Mathematics (MCTM)</a=_<ul=<li=<a

href="https:/fgccl1.safelinks protection_outlook com/Purl=https%3 A%2F % 2Fwww mctmmathbits org%2F
%3Ftag%3Dmca&amp;data=04%7C01%7CKendra Olsen%40state mn.us%7Cf7 249cdb24cad 1dce 15b08
d8beddd5cf% 7 Ceb14b04624c445198f26b89c2159828c%TC0%TC0%TCE3T7468586371054221%7CUnkn
own% 7 CTWFpbGZ sb3de ey Wl joiMC 4wl AwMDAIL CJ G joiV2 luMzlIL CJBTilbl kThaWwiLCJXVCI6Mn 0%3
D %7 C1000&amp;sdata=RL0O4 Ra2V%ZF PAVWWINVzCDuARnbb b MO Un Ofc54kv Y 6L % 3D&amp;reserve
d=0"target="">Tag: MCA=/a> shows all of the MathBits articles written by MDE Math Assessment
Specialists on various aspects of the Math MCA_&nbsp </li=<lul=</li=</ul=<p>=&nbsp;</p=

Math Hesources

<Ul=<li=<a href="https:/feducation.mn.gov/MDE/dseftest/'spec>MCA-Ill Test Specifications: Reading,
Grades 3-8, 10 (2010 standards)</a=&nbsp,<li=</ul=

Reading Resources

<ul=<li==a href="https:/feducation. mn.govMDE/dseftest/spec/ target="">MCA-IV Test Specification:
Science, Grades 5, 8, and high school (2019 standards)=</a= &ndash; The Science MCA-IV Test
Spedifications document provides information on the assessment of the 2019 Minnesota K&ndash;12
Academic Standards in Science on the Science MCA. </i=<li=<strong=5cience MCA-IV Released



lte ms</strong= zul=<li=<a href="http//https//mn testnav_com/client/index html#" target="">Grade
b<fa=</li=<li=<a href="hitps:.//mn.testnav comiclientindex html#" target=""=Grade 8</a=<li=<li>=<a
href="https:/fmn_testnav_com/clientindex html#"=High School<fa=</li=<ful=</liz<li=<strong=Guides to
Science MCA-V Released ltems &ndash;&nbsp.</strong>The purpose of these guides is to give
Minnesota education professionals examples of phenomenon-based, multidimensional items aligned to
the 2019 Minnesota Academic Standards in Science. These guides include information on benchmark
alignment and student response data, to provide context for the online released tems.<ul=<li=<a href="[l--
SHttpRelativeVWebR oot--]groups/educ/documents/document/zxnl/md aw/~edispitestl 00464 pdf'=Grade 5
Guide to Science MCA-IV Released ltems</a=</li=<li><3

href="https:/fte sting12 3 education mn_gov/test’assessfres/TEST 000465" target="">Grade § Guide to
Science MCA-V Released ltems</a=</li=<li=<a

href="https:/fte sting12 3 education mn_gov/test’assessfres/TEST 000466"=High School Life Science Guide

to Science MCA-IV Released ltems</a=</li=<ful=</li=</ul=<p=&nbsp;</p=

Science Resources



