<p><a href="https:feducation mn.gov/MDE/dse/stds/” target="_blank">Minnesota K-12 Academic
Standards<fa=&nbsp;- Districts are required to implement the Minnesota academic standards so that all
students have access to high-guality content and instruction. Districts must develop local standards for
subjects that do not have state standards </p=<p=><a href="hitps:/feducation.mn_govMDE/dse/test/ald/
target="_blank"=Achievement Level Descriptors (ALDs)</a=&nbsp:- Achievement Level Descriptors
(ALDs) describe the skills and knowledge associated with each of the four levels students may achieve on
the Minnesota Comprehensive Assessments (MCA) and Minnesota Test of Academic Skills (MTAS).
Developed by panels of Minnesota teachers, ALDs provided on the Individual Student Reports for
reading, mathematics, and science are found on the <a
href="https:/feducation.mn gov/MDE/dseftest/ >5tatewide Testing page</a> </p>=<p><a
href="https:/feducation.mn gov/MDE/dseftest/ald/ target="_blank"=Achievement Level Descriptor
Map=/a=&nbsp;- The maps are supplementary materials to the MCA ALDs </p=<p=>=<3
href="https://te sting12 3_education_mn _gov/cs/idcplg?ldcService=GET _FILE&amp;dDocName=000092&a
mpRevisionSelectionMethod=late stReleased&amp;Rendition=primary” target="_blank™=Understanding
Statewide Assessment Resources: Achievement Level Descriptors</a=&nbsp;- This document was
created to help educators understand how to use and apply the ALDs for instruction </p><p><a
href="https:/fte sting12 3.education mn.gov/cs/idcplg?ldcService=GET _FILE&amp,dDocName=000089&a
mp:FRevisionSelectionMethod=late stReleased&amp;Rendition=primary” target="_blank">=Depth of
Knowledge (DOK)</a=&nbsp;- Cognitive complexty refers to the cognitive demand associated with an
item. The level of cognitive demand is dependent upon the number of cognitive processes invalved in
determining the correct answer to an item. Levels of cognitive complexity for MCA-Il are based on
Morman L. Webb's <em=Depth of Knowledge </fem>= levels. </p>=<p=>=a
href="https:/fte sting123_education mn_gov/cs/idcplg ?ldcService=GET _FILE&amp dDocMName=000093&a
mp:RevisionSelectionMethod=late stReleased&amp;Rendition=primary” target="_blank"=lUnderstanding
Statewide Assessment Resources: Depth of Knowledge</a=&nbsp;- This document was created to help
educators understand how to use and apply Webb's Depth of Knowledge </p=<p><a
href="https:/feducation.mn gov/MDE/dseftest/spec/ target="_blank">Test Specifications</a=&nbsp;- T est
specifications are specific rules and characteristics that guide the development of a tests content and
format. They indicate which strands, sub-strands, standards and benchmarks will be assessed on the test
and in what proportions. Test specifications are excellent tools for gaining an in-depth understanding of
the content and format of the tests. However, they are not meant to be used as the basis for curnculum
and instruction. Some concepts in the academic standards can only be assessed in the classroom and
not on a standardized statewide assessment </p><p><a
href="https://te sting12 3.education_mn.gov/cs/idcplg?ldcService=GET _FILE&amp;dDocName=000094&a
mp:FRevisionSelectionMethod=late stReleased&amp;Rendition=primary” target="_blank">lUnderstanding
Statewide Assessment Resources: Test Specification</a=&nbsp;- This document was created to help
educators understand the purpose and application of the Test Specifications_ </p=<p><a title="This tool is
designed to provide parents, educators, schools, districts and citizens with easy access to
understandable data, such as: district and school information, test results, demographic information and
other critical data in a centralized location” href="httpJ/rc_education state.mn.us™
target="_blank">Minnesota Department of Education Report Card</a> - This online tool is designed to
provide parents, educators, schools, districts and citizens with easy access to data (e.g., district and
school information, test results, demographic information and other critical data).</p>=<p=><a
href="https:/fwida wisc.eduiteach/can-do/descriptors” target="_blank™=WIDA Can Do
Descriptors</a=&nbsp;- The Can Do Descriptars highlight what language learmers can do at various



stages of language development as they engage in teaching and learning in academic contexts. The
WIDA consortium supports English learners through its English Language Development (ELD) Standards,
assessments, research, and professional learning for educators </p><p><a
href="https:/fwida wisc eduteach/standards/eld"” target="_blank"=WIDA English Language Development
(ELD) Standards</a=&nbsp - ACCESS for ELLs is a large-scale assessment of English language
proficiency based on the Minnesota Standards for English Language Development, developed by the
WIDA Consortium. WIDA's standards outline the progression of English language development and
exemplify how to teach academic language within the context of content area instruction </p=

General Resources

<p=<a href="http:/fscimathmn_org/” target="_blank">Minnesota Frameworks for Science and
Mathematics Standards</a=&nbsp:- This website provides instructional resources tied to each standard
and provides additional resources. It is part of the STEM Teacher Center developed by ScilMathMM and
the Minnesota Department of Education.</p=<p>=<a href="https:/education mn.gov/MDE/d se ke st/ite ms/"
target="_blank">Released Mathematics tems and Reading Passage Sets</ax&nbsp;- Released items
and passage sets are provided as instructional resources for student practice and teacher or parent use.
These items and passages were previously used on the MCA_ This is a small group of tems, therefore
not every item type or benchmark is represented. </p><p=><a
href="https:/feducation.mn gov/MDE/dse/stds/" target="_blank"=Academic Standards (K-12)</a=&nbsp;-
Additional content area specific resources provided by the Minne sota Department of Education will be
found on this web page.</p=<p=<a href="http:/minnesota pearsonaccessnext.com/re source sitem-
samplers/2017-2016_PurposeofStudentResources pdf' target="_blank"=Purpose of Student
Resources</a=&nbsp;- The Minnesota Department of Education requires districts to ensure that all
students are familiar with the test they will be taking and are able to successfully navigate, use the online
tools and accessibility features, and respond to different item types. The resources students need to
review will be determined by the school, based on familiarity and experience with the test. Decisions on
resources to use mayvary by school, grade, or student </p=<p==<a
href="http-/minnesota_pearsonaccessnex com/utorial”™ target="_blank">5Student Tutonal
Resources</a=&nbsp;- The online student tutonal is one type of student resource used to familiarize
students and educators with the general functionality of the online test, tools, and all test item types. The
online student tutonal contains three components: navigation, tools, and item types. </p>=<p><a
href="http_/minnesota.pearsonaccessnext. com/ite m-samplers™ target="_blank™=ltem
Samplers</a=&nbsp;- The student tutorial is used to familiarize students and educators with the general
functionality of the online test, including navigation, tools, and test tem types. While standardized tests
are familiar to almost all students, each assessment has its own layout and ways students interact with .
The item samplers should be used to familianze students and educators with how the content 15 assessed
by providing examples of the format and items students could encounter </p=<ul=<li=<p><a
href="https://mn_testnav_com/clientindex html#Fogin?username=LGN056560101&amp;password=2E758
ULU" target="_blank"=8th Grade - Reading ltem Sampler </a=</p></li=<li><p=><a
href= "https /fmn_testnav_com/clientindex htmi#ogin?username=LGN077 86257 8&amp:password=F LFYM
WAD" target="_blank"=8th Grade - Mathematics ltem Sampler </a=</p=</li=<li=<p=<a
href="https:/fmn_testnav_com/clientindex html#Fogin?username=LGN13250685 7&amp password=8XELST
A" target="_blank"=8th Grade - Science ltem Sampler </a=</p=</li=</ul=<p><a
href="http-/minnesota_pearsonaccessnext com/ite m-samplers™ target="_blank™=ltem Sampler Teacher
Guide</a=&nbsp;- Reading and Mathematics MCA [tem Sampler Teacher Guides contain screenshots of
every item in the sampler, along with the correct answer, DOK, benchmark, and rationales for each
answer option are provided for the multiple-choice (MC) items . </p=<ul=<li=<p=<a
href="http-//minnesota pearsonaccessnex com/resources/item- samplersireadingf’teacher-
guides/Grade8 Reading MCA_ltemSampler_TeacherGuide pdf' target="_blank"=6th Grade - Reading
Teacher Guide <fa=</p=</li=<li=<p=<a href="http:/minnesota.pearsonaccessnext.com/resources/item-
samplers/math/teacher-guides/Grade8 Mathematics MCA _ltemSampler_TeacherGuide_pdf”
target="_blank"=6th Grade - Mathematics Teacher Guide </a=</p=</li=<li=<p==<a



href="http://minnesota_pearsonaccessnex comiresources/item-samplersi/science/teacher-
guides/Graded Science MCA ltemSampler TeacherGuide. pdf” target="_blank"=8th Grade - Science
Teacher Guide<fa=&nbsp </p=</li=</ul=

Content Resources

<p><a href="https:fmn pearsonperspectve com/perspective/” target="_blank">=Pearson
Perspective<fa=&nbsp;- Minnesota's Perspective&trade; system contains individually targeted
Instructional resources based on each student's MCA results. It uses student scores to provide feedback
and leaming resources that address specific areas needing remediation and enrichment. Some helpful
resources include the following PowerPoint and overview video </p=<ul><li=<p><3
href="https:/fte sting12 3_education_mn _gov/cs/idcplg?ldcService=GET _FILE&amp;dDocName=000090&a
mpRevisionSelectionMethod=late stReleased&amp;Rendition=primary” target="_blank"=Introduction to
Pearson Perspective</a=</p></liz<liz<p><a href="http-{f'www_mctmmathbits org/?p=1503"
target="_blank">FPearson Perspective Ovemview Video</a=</p=<liz</ul=<p==a
href="https:/inces.ed.gov/nationsreporticard/ngt™ target="_blank">NAEP Questions Tool</a=&nbsp;- The
MAEP Questions Toolis a database of more than 3,000 questions, in 10 subject areas, from the NAEP
assessments. You can search for questions by subject, grade and content area; view student responses;
create customized tests; and more. You can bookmark questions for later use, and use themto
supplement classroom instruction_</p=<p><a href="https/fwww nationsreportcard gov/"
target="_blank"=Nation's Report Card</a=&nbsp;- The results of the National Assessment of Educational
Progress (NAEP), the Nation's Report Card, provides the latest results and reports. The <a
href="https://nces_ed.gov/nationsreporcard/experience/survey guestionnaires aspx=Contextual
(uestionnaire=/a=&nbsp;can provide educators with additional information to help put student
achievement results into context and helps educators take a closer look at the factors related to student
achievement </p=<p=<a href="https://parcc.pearson.com/practice-tests/ target="_blank"=Partnership for
Assessment of Readiness for College and Careers (PARCC <fa=) and =a
href="http-/’www _smarterbalanced .org/asse ssments/practice-and-training-tests/ target="_blank"=Smarter
Balanced</a=&nbsp;- <a href="http//parcc-assessment org/resources” target="_blank"™>PARCC </a> and
<a href="http://'www _smarterbalanced org/educators/” target="_blank">Smarter Balanced</a> have a
wealth of resources and information but are aligned to the Common Core state standards. The Minnesota
reading academic standards are aligned to the Common Core, but mathematics standards are not Some
of the <a href="http:/parcc-assessment org/released-items” target="_blank">PARCC’s released tem
types<fa=&nbsp;and <a href="http fwww _smarterbalanced org/assessments/ target="_blank">Smarter
Balanced assessment resources</a=&nbspvary from what students will see on the MCA_ When using
either of these resources, please use with caution </p=

Additional Resources



