<h3=<span style="colar: rgh(0, 56, 101);">What does a scale score mean?</span=</h3==<p
style="text-align: center;"=<img src="[l-3wcmlUrl{resource’ '’hmg000381')--]" alt="Scale Score Numbers
Interpreted” (=</p=<p stye="text-align: left.,">5cale scores are created by translating student results
(based on a raw score for MCA Science and MTAS, or a pattern of responses and difficulty levels of
questions, for MCA Math and Reading) onto a standardized scale. On the MCA and MTAS, the scale
score always begins with a whole number ranging from 3-11, followed by two additional digits ranging
from 0-99. The first digit(s) represents the grade level tested, and the last two digits represent the score
the student earned on the assessment_</p=<p style="text-align: left.">0n the MCA and MTAS, each scale
score Is categorized into one of four achievement levels: Does Mot Meet, Partially Meets, Meets, and
Exceeds the Standards. Achievement levels are provided to assist in the interpretation of scale scores
and connect student peformance to the grade-level content standards.<br />&nbsp </p><p style="text-
align: center;"><img src="TI--$wcmUrl{'resource’ 'hmg000412°)--]" alt="Cut Score Image”
{=<p=<h3=>=span style="color: rgb{0, 56, 101);">What minimum score is required for students to achieve
the &quot;Meets the Standards&quot; level and does it change each year?</span=</h3=<p=The
minimum score required for students to demonstrate understanding at the &lsquo;Meets the
Standardsé&rsquo; level is a scale score that ends in 50 for the last two digits of the score. The minimum
score required at each achievement level (cut score) is predetermined by educators during the <a href="[l--
SHttpRelative\WWebR oot--]groups/communications/documents/unzip/0003 14/index_html”
target="">5tandard Setting</a> process. Each cut score 15 set based on the level of understanding
students must demonstrate across achievement levels for each standard (<3
href="https:/fte sting12 3 education mn_gov/test’plan/succe ss/" target=""=Achievement Level
Descriptors</a=). The cut scores remain the same each year until new academic standards and
assessments are implemented. In other words, final student scores are not determined by how other
students perform on the assessment each year </p><h3=<span style="color: rgb{0, 56, 101);"=Can |
compare scale scores for a student across grade-levels?</span=</h3=<p=MNo. Since the first digit of a
scale score matches the grade-level tested, the scores are often misinterpreted as being on a continuous
scale from one grade to the next However, the scales for the MCA and MTAS are based on different
grade-level standards for each content area and the scales for each grade-level test are developed
independently. This means that the scale scores of individual students cannot be compared across grade
levels of a subject, because they are not on the same scale. Please refer to the resources below for more
information and example s </p=<ul>=<lizUnderstanding MCA Scale Scores - Overview of how to interpret



scale scores and compare across grades</li=<li=Understanding MCA Scale Scores - Printable 8§ 1/2 x 11
version=/i=<li=<a href="http:/flucm.educ.state.mn.us:16700/te st/analyze D 00096" target="">Where Do
Scale Scores Come From7</a= - Technical Document</li=<ful><h3=><span style="color: rgb{0, 56,
101).">How can | use individual student scores to look at progress?</span=</h3=<p=Individual scores on
the MCA were not developed to be compare across grade levels by comparing the last two digits,
subtracting numbers, or other similar methods. You can however, look at a student’s achievement level
across grade levels to gain a general sense of progressin a subject over time. Although the academic
standards are aligned across grade levels, the content is grade-specific. It is difficult to make claims about
whether students have retained knowledge from previous grades and are improving based on MCA or
MTAS scores </p><p style="text-align: center;"><img src="[--SwcmUrI{resource’ . hmg000411")-]"
alt="5Student Performance History image” /=</p=<p style="text-align: left:;">Indvidual student results from
the MCA should always be considered in the context of additional, more fine-grained evidence of student
learning like projects and classroom assessments when making decisions_</p=<p style="text-align:
left;">For more information about appropriate uses of statewide assessment results, see the <3

href="https:/fte sting123_education mn_gov/test’analyze/report” target="">Use Statewide Assessment
Data</a> page.&nbsp:</p>

MCA Scores

<h3==span style="color: rgb(0, 56, 101);">What do the different individual student scores from
ACCESS mean?</span=</h3=<p=T here are three types of scores students receive on ACCESS: scale
scores, proficiency levels, and composite scores.</p=<p>5cale scores are created by translating the
scored results onto a standardized scale for each domain. While scale scores can show progress in
language proficiency over time, they do not have any inherent meaning; scale scores require proficiency
levels to provide that meaning. Proficiency levels an the ACCESS are interpretive scores that describe
the student&rsquo;s performance in terms of the six WIDA English language proficiency levels </p=<p
style="text-align: center;"»<img src="[l-3wcmlrl{resource’ 'test000429)-]" alt="ACCESS Proficiency
Levels" f=</p=<p=The proficiency level score 1s a whole number followed by a decmal. The whole
number reflects the student&rsquo;s proficiency level, and the number after the decimal reflects how far
the student has progressed within that level. For example, a student with a score of 3.4 is at proficiency
level 3, and is not quite halfway toward achieving proficiency level 4_</p=<p style="text-align:
center;"=<img src="[l--fwcmlUrl('resource’,'te st0004 30°)--]" alt="ACCESS Listening Score" /[=</p=<p=In
addition to proficiency level and scale scores for each domain, students recewve a proficiency level score
and a scale score for different combinations of the language domains. These composite scores are Oral
Language, Literacy, Comprehension, and Overall </p=<p style="text-align: center;"=<img src="[l--
dwemUrl(resource’test0004 31°)--]" alt="ACCESS Composite Scores” /=</p=<h3=<span style="color:
rgb({0, 56, 101)">How are individual scores used to determine whether students are exited from English
learner programming?</span=</h3><p stye="text-align: left">The ACCESS test does not have a set
definition of proficiency used across the WIDA Consortium; the definition of proficiency i1s determined by
each state. Students must be exted from English learner programming once they have the academic
English language proficiency to be successful in their courses. Because grade-level expectations and
standards are different in each state, the point at which English is no longer a barrier for the students also
varies </p=<p style="text-align: left;">In the state of Minnesota, an English learmer (EL) is considered
proficient in English if their ACCESS Overall composite proficiency level is 4.5 or higher and their
proficiency levels for at least three of the four domains are 3.5 or higher. Students must demonstrate
English language proficiency on ACCESS in order to be exted from English learner programming. For
more information on how the ACCESS is used for reclassification of English learners, refer to the <a
href="https:/feducation.mn gov/MDE/dse/el™ target="">English Learner Education</a=
page </p=<h3=><span style="color: rgb(0, 56, 101);">Can proficiency levels and scale scores be used to
look at growth across multiple years?</span=</h3=<p style="text-align: left;">%es. The same scale is
used for each domain across all grades. This means that scale scores can be used to track how much a
student&rsquo;s proficiency within a domain increases over time. Scale scores allow you to compare
student performance across grades, within each domain and with mare granularity than you will see when



looking only at proficiency levels </p=<p style="te:xt-align: left;">For more information about interpreting
ACCESS scores, refer to the following resource s:</p==<ul=<li=<a

href="https:/feducation.mn gov/mde prod/idcplg?ldcService=GET_FILE&amp;dDocMName=MDE034223&a
mp:RevisionSelectionMethod=late stReleased&amp;Rendtion=primary” target="">Guide book Exploring
ACCESS for ELLs Data</a= - Minnesota specific guidebook for using ACCESS data. </li=<li=<a
href="https:/fwida.wisc.edufteach/can-do/descriptors” target="">WIDA Can Do Descrptors</a=&nbsp;-
More detailed information highlighting what English learners can do at various stages of language
development across different content areas </li=<li=<a
href="https:/fwida.wisc.eduiteach/standards/eld#statements” target="">WIDA Proficiency Level
Descriptors</a> - Describe typical ways multilingual learners might develop across levels of English

language proficiency as they move toward meeting Language Expectations. </li=</ul=<p>&nbsp;</p>

ACCESS for ELLs Scores



